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בזכות רפואה שלימה ליהודית פנינה בת חנה מלכה ציפורה      

Howie & Chanie Bryks on the Yahrzeit of his father Simcha ben Naftali 
Falik Halevi 

Drawing on a Fogged Up Window 

(The “Hints & Answers” section is on page 4) 

On a Shabbos afternoon, Gila was 

patiently waiting for her friends to come 

over. In the meantime, she wanted to do 

something fun. 

“What can I do, now?” she asked herself. 

She started to look around the room to 

find something interesting for her to do.  

“Oh! This will be fun!” she said with joy 

when her eyes landed on a window that was covered with fog. “I’ll 

make pictures on this fogged up window,” thought Gila.  

But as she touched the window with her finger and was about to 

begin drawing her first picture, her sister Tzippora said, “Wait, 

Gila! We cannot write or draw pictures on Shabbos.”   

“I know that,” said Gila. “But drawing on a fogged up window is 

fine, because the picture will not stay there forever.” 

Question:  Who is right - Tzippora or Gila? 

Hints & Answers* HALACHA CHALLENGE:  Shemiras Shabbos Kehilchosa 

(16:28) teaches: It is not allowed [on Shabbos] to write letters or to draw pictures on 

a fogged up window.    RHYME: “show”  RIDDLE: One possible solution is that 

Zevi wanted to drink coffee. And he did not want to drink it on an empty stomach. 

Therefore, he ate matza. Since he had no desire at all to eat that matza, it was טפל to 

the coffee - i.e., coffee was  עיקר  and matza was  טפל. Since he ate the  טפל first, he 

had to make a bracha on it. But since it was  טפל  it lost its appropriate bracha 

(HaMotzi) and received Shehakol. [See Rama to O.C. 212:1. But see the Mishna 

Berura (ibid.) for the details and nuances of this halacha.] 

  . | *Note: The answers are based only on the sources quoted and might not reflect opinions of other 

halachic authorities. As such, Menucha’s answer are not to be taken as final decisions in halacha. 
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Horav Chaim Brim, z’tl was once invited to speak at an event. The 

speaker who preceded R’ Chaim at the event used notes that he re-

ferred to as he spoke. Rav Chaim was then called up to speak, and he 

also referred to his notes as he spoke.  When he finished speaking 

and left the podium, he forgot to take his notes with him. 

When the event was over, someone straightened up the room and he 

found the notes which R’ Chaim Brim had left at the podium. To his 

puzzlement, he saw that the “notes” was a blank piece of paper.  Af-

ter a few minutes of thought, he realized what had occurred. Rav 

Chaim was known for his exquisite sensitivity to the feelings of oth-

ers. When he had observed that the first speaker had referred to 

notes as he spoke, he had feared that he would embarrass him if he 

then spoke without notes.  Therefore, he decided to refer to his 

“notes” as he spoke as well. 

Blank Notes 
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                      Ask Around Your Shabbos Table 
 

  “And in order that you tell into the ears of your son and your son's son how 

I made a mockery of the Egyptians, and [that you tell of] My signs that I 

placed in them, and you will know that I am Hashem.”  [Shemos 10:2] 

Ask around your Shabbos table:  Since this verse is instructing a father to relate the 

story of Yetzias Mitzrayim to his son and grandson, the Torah should have said at the 

end of the verse: “and they will know that I am Hashem.” Why does the Torah say—

to the father and grandfather—”and you will know that I am Hashem”? 

An Answer: When a Jew relates the story of Yetzias Mitzrayim to his children and 

grandchildren, he himself gains from it. Namely, he also grows in his emunah and 

bitachon. Hence, the Torah is informing us of a very important fundamental idea: By 

helping another Jew to grow in his emunah and bitachon, you become stronger in 

your own emunah and bitachon! 

                             Parsha Pearls 

Moshe left Pharaoh and entreated Hashem [to remove the locust] 

(Shemos 10:18). Where would Moshe pray to Hashem to stop a plague? 

Somewhere outside the city, as the verse in last week’s parsha says:  ֹּאֶמר ֵאָליו ַוי

ׂש ֶאת־ַכַפי ֶאל ה רֹּ ֵצאִתי ֶאת־ָהִעיר ֶאפְּ ‘מֶשה כְּ  - And Moshe said to him, "When I 

leave the city, I will lift my hands to Hashem…” (Shemos 9:29). And 

Rashi explains why Moshe needed to leave the city: “Within the city he did 

not pray, because it was full of idols.”  

Interestingly, this is reflected in halacha nowadays as well. Whenever possible, 

one should not pray in a non-Jewish inn that has idolatrous items there (see 

O.C. 94:8, Rama and Mishna Berura 94:29 & 94:30). The Mishna Berura (94:29) 

explains that since our prayers are words of קדושה (sanctity), one should not 

pray in a place that’s filled with idols - i.e., things that counter קדושה. 

A fundamental lesson is learned from here: Tefilla needs to come from a 

place of purity. And if the outer place where a Jew offers his tefilla needs to 

be pure, then, certainly, “the inner place” from where his tefilla emerges, 

namely, his heart and lips need to be pure as well. [If you feel that you have 

spoken inappropriate words (such as loshon horah, deceit, lye, and hurtful words), do 

teshuva before you daven. The Chofetz Chaim teaches that a way to keep impurity 

from entering one’s heart is by not transgressing the sin of sinas chinam (Kuntres Ahavas 

Yisroel, ch.1). Hence, one of the “items” on the list to check for before you step into 

Shemoneh Esrei is the presence of Ahavas Yisroel towards every Jew in your heart.] 

                
 

 

In honor of parshas Bo, Levi baked matza! He took one matza, washed and said HaMotzi 

on it. “Fresh and delicious matza!” commented Levi after a minute. His older brother, Zevi, 

who was very knowledgeable in hilchos brachos, asked Levi to give him a piece from his 

matza. Levi gave him a piece of matza. But to Levi’s surprise, Zevi said Shehakol on that 

matza! The matza was made from just flour and water, with regular proportions, and well 

baked, but not oven-baked. Can you figure out why Zevi said Shehakol on that matza? 

Parsha Riddles 

                

  
 

“The nation picked up their dough when it was not yet leavened, their leftovers 

bound in their garments on their shoulders.” [Shemos 12:34] 

If you would be leaving Mitzrayim you would say this rhyme: 

I won’t let my donkey carry my dough! 

My love for the mitzva I will surely ____! 
We see from the verse quoted above that when Bnei Yisroel left Egypt, they 

carried the leftover matza and marror on their shoulders. Rashi comments that 

although they had many animals (i.e., donkeys), they chose to carry matza and 

marror by themselves because “מחבבים היו את המצווה” they showed their loved 

toward the mitzva. 

Rhymes for Kids 

 

You probably know that when a you have an opportunity to do a mitzva, you 

should not delay its performance. But did you know that this lesson is learned 

from the verse above? Quoting from the Midrash Mechilta, Rashi comments 

on that verse: Rabbi Yeshaya says: Do not read: ֶאת ַהַמּצֹות, but rather [read it] ֶאת

 Just as we don’t let the matza to become chometz, so too, we don’t let the .ַהִמְצוֹות  

mitzvos to become ‘chometz.’ Rather, if a mitzva comes into your hand, perform it 

right away. 

DID YOU KNOW THAT 

ת ַהַמּצֹות ם אֶּ תֶּ ַמרְׁ  שמות יב:יז --‘ וגו  ּושְׁ

And you should guard the matzos…  -- Shemos 12:17 


