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The first opportunity for Kiddush 
Levanah is this Sunday evening, No-
vember 11th. The final opportunity 
is on Thursday, November 22nd at 
9:46 PM.

Daf Yomi: Erev Shabbos is Men-
achos 91.

Make sure to call your parents, in-
laws, grandparents, and Rebbi to 
wish them a good Shabbos. If you 
didn’t speak to your kids today, 
make sure to do the same.

Chanukah begins on Sunday eve-
ning, December 2nd.

TOLDOS: Yitzchak and Rivkah pray 
for children • Yaakov and Esav are 
born • Esav sells his birthright for 
lentil beans • Hashem commands 
Yitzchak not to leave E”Y • Yitz-
chok settles in Gerar • Fearing their 
safety, Yitzchak claims Rivkah as 
his sister • Avimelech realizes their 
relationship and assures their pro-
tection • Yitzchak prospers and the 
envious Avimelech sends him away 
• Avimelech’s men claim Yitzchok’s 
wells • Avimelech comes to make 
a treaty • Yitzchak’s men find wa-

ter at Be’er Sheva • Esav marries at 
the age of forty • Yitzchak wishes 
to bless his son, Esav • Rivkah com-
mands Yaakov to seize the blessings 
• Esav is bitterly disappointed and 
vows to kill Yaakov • Rivkah sends  
Yaakov to stay with her brother La-
van • Yitzchok exhorts him not to 
marry Canaanite women • Esav mar-
ries Yishmael’s daughter in addition 
to his other wives •   

“Va’ye’tar Yitzchak laShem... 
va’yei’aseir lo Hashem, vatahar 
Rivkah ishto”

“Yitzchak pleaded with  Hashem for 
a child...Hashem accepted his tefil-
los, and his wife Rivkah conceived.”
(Bereishis 25:21)
 
Rashi brings the Midrash which 
notes that although they both dav-
ened for a child, the passuk implies 
that the tefillos of Yitzchok were an-
swered and not those of Rivkah’s. 
Although both Yitzchak and Rivkah 
were both great in their righteous-
ness, Yitzchak was the son of Avra-
ham who was a great man, and 
Rivkah was the daughter of Lavan, a 
wicked man. Thus Yitzchak’s prayers 
had more of an effect.

The Brisker Rav concludes from 
this Midrash that this was the only 
substantial difference between 
Yitzchak and Rivkah’s prayers. How-
ever, Rivkah was only 13 years old 
at this point, whereas Yitzchak was 

already 60 and had many accom-
plishments,  including passing the 
test of the Akeida. This would seem 
to be another reason why Hashem 
would answer Yitzchak’s tefillos first. 
Why was this not mentioned as a 
reason Hashem responded to only 
Yitzchak’s tefillos? 

The Brisker Rav explains that Rivkah 
faced many tribulations growing up 
in the home of Besuel and Lavan, yet 
she did not succumb to the negative 
influences and grew into a tzadeikes. 
The heights to which she reached 
despite the environment she grew 
up in brought her to a level similar 
to that of Yitzchak Avinu. Therefore, 
it was only because Yitzchak was a 
tzaddik who was the child of a tzad-
dik that his tefillos had a greater im-
pact.

We see from here the greatness of 
one who overcomes obstacles in his 
environment that could have imped-
ed his growth. One who does this, 
can rise to the level of people older, 
and seemingly more accomplished 
than him.

We have partnered with godaven.
com to enhance their site, and make 
minyanim more easily accessible 
for all Jews. You will be able to use 
the completely new and revamped 
version in about four weeks. Please 
reach out to ecbirnbaum@klal-
govoah.org if you have any input 
with regard to this project.


